Travels in Two Democracies
where they would be free to cultivate special aptitudes. He was
opposed to routine teaching, to regimentation, and to the kind
of vocational training in which Henry Ford has taken such an
interest and which is designed to break in young people to fac-
tory work before they have left their schoolhouses, so that they
may make an easy transition to the factories. He thus found
himself in opposition to the policies of the United States Steel
Corporation, which believed that the children of workers should
not be allowed to learn too much, that, in fact, the non-tenden-
tious rudiments of reading, writing, and arithmetic were about
all they could be safely trusted with. When Doctor Wirt was
trying to get a plot of land to put up a new kind of school
building which would enable him to carry out his ideas, the
steel company refused to sell it to him, and one day he found
that his plans had mysteriously disappeared from his files.
But Doctor Wirt?s work-study-play system had the advan-
tage from the point of view of economy and efficiency that, ap-
plying the balanced-load principle of industry to schools, it in-
creased their capacity 33 percent. And Doctor Wirt was at that
time a young, strong-minded, strong-willed, and dynamic man
possessed by a compelling vision of education. He got his fine
new schoolhouse in Gary and he gave the children such excel-
lent training that a remarkably' large number went on to col-
lege. The music teaching was particularly good, and a number
of the graduates distinguished themselves musically. The steel
people, who by 1918 were in rather bad odor with the public
and who were uneasy over the discontent of their workers, be-
gan to take an interest and a pride in Doctor Wirt's educational
gift to Gary. Doctor Wirt had provided for the children even
tennis-courts, gardens and ponies.
And the Gary system spread through the country. By 1933
it had been adopted by schools in five hundred cities, the num-
ber having doubled during the three preceding years. Miss Bar-
104